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The Disciple Harbinger

Pastor Sharonos Not e

In a few more days we will begin another liturgical year on our church calendar. Itis the
liturgical year A. Advent begins our new liturgical year. Advent is the season in which we begin
to prepare ourselves for the coming birth of our Savior. Jes$use.reason for the season. The

one that on the final Sunday of November we proclaimed King. Advent is always the beginning
of another church year and another reason to rejoice for all the many blessings God sends to us
because God loves us.

Advent isalways a busy season because there are so many more activities to claim our time and
energy including additional activities at church. All these activities are important otherwise we
would not offer them. These extra activities offer chances to seerehijdyrandchildren, and

friends that we might not get to see otherwise. These opportunities also offer the possibility of
seeing ourselves in ways that we might not otherwise have available. We even have new
experiences available so that we too can giaweur faith.

Yet amidst the hustle and bustle of the season, we should not forget to take time for ourselves.
Each of us needs a brief moment of respite to grow spiritually as we prepare ourselves for Jesus
to again enter the world incarnationally.Wg have a devotional guide in the back of the

sanctuary to offer some food for thought.) We are given an awesome gift in the incarnation of
the Christchild. God gave a very special gift in the creation of a child. As we travel through this
time of preparation, let us not forget to spend some time reflecting and meditating on God's

gift to the world in the form of the infant Jesus.

Wishing each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas. God loves you.

In Christ,
Pastor Sharon

Weekly Calendar
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Worshipe Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Adult Sunday Schoel Sunday Following Worship
Bible Study Monday» 6:30 p.m.
Choirp Thursday» 5:30 p.m.
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Adult SSafter worship
December 2 Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
December 4 CCAR cleans, 9:3011:30 a.m.
December 5 Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m.
December8 71 OOEEDT#EEI AOAT 830 #EOOAEh 0dX
Adult SS after worship
December 9 Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
December 12 Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
December 12 Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m.
December15 71 OOEEDT#EEI AOAT 60 #EOOAEh 04X
Adult SS after worship
Cougill Manor, 4:00 p.m.
December 16 Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
December 18 CCAR clean8;307 11:30 a.m.
%l AAO8O - AAOET Ch idxt D8Il 8
December 19 Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m.
CWEF, 7:00 p.m.
December22 WorsE EPT#ET EO # A1 OAOA O. ECEO 1 £ OEA &
Adult SS after worship
December 23 Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
December 24 Christmas Eve, 7:00 p.m.
December 2% Christmas Day
December 26 Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
December29 71 OOEEDT#EEI AOAT 80 #EOOAEh 0dx
Adult SS after worship
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News from the Secretary!!
Merry Christmas wishes to each and every one of yguaRribyrton

. yours, we hope that this season brings you nothing but love and wanderful

memories.
We wish to thank you for allowing us to be part of your amazwig
Thanksgmg Dinner! The food was wonderful but the boys had a spéend|d
time playing the gameéhata special treat for them to participate and 3 am
grateful to you all for making us feel so welconteheri Feast
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FoodPantry

Hours of Operatiors Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 1:30 p.m.z 4:00 p.m.
How to Help
1 They gladlyaccept food donations during theirregular hours of operation. Please ensure
that all food is unopened and not expired.
71 Cash donations go further! Castlonations may be made duringheir regular hours of
operation. Checks should be made payable to the Charleston Food Pantry.
1 Checks may be sent by mail to the following address:
Charleston Food Pantry
990 West State Street
Charleston, IL 61920
1 Prospectivevolunteers should call the pantry at (217) 3483030 during regular operating
hours at least two weeks in advance of the date one wishes to volunteer.
1 Conducting a food drive is an easy and excellent way to help the pantry as well. Enlisting the
help of coworkers, fraternity brothers, sorority sisters, and fellow Boy and Girl Scouts is
easy and can really make the donations add up!




A Christmas Story

For the Man Who Hated Christmas by Nancy W. Gavin
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name, no identification, no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for
the past ten years.

It all began because my husband, Mike, hated Christmas. Oh, not the true meaning of
Christmas, but the commercial asgcts of it overspending and the frantic running around
at the last minute to get a tie for Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandrmathe
gf00 CEOAT ET AAOPAOAOGEIT AAAAOOA Ui 6 AT OI A1 860

Knowing he felt this way, | decided onesgar to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters,
ties and so forth. | reached for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came in an
unusual way.

Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling team at the school he
attended. Shortly before Chstmas, there was a noAeague match against a team
sponsored by an innefcity church. These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that
shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them together, presented a sharp contrast
to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes.

As the match began, | was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without
EAAACAAOR A EETA T £ 1ECEO EAITTAO AAGECT AA Ol
ragtag team obviousy could not afford.

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. Mike, seated beside
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lot of potential, but losing like this could take the heart CEO T OO 1T £ OEAI 86 - EE
kids?» AT1 EEAO8 (A O1 AT EI UAA AT AAEET C 1 EOOI A 1A,

when the idea for his present came.

That afternoon, | went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of
wrestling headgear and shoes, and sent them anonymously to the inreity church. On
Christmas Eve, | placed a small, white envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike
what | had done, and that this was his gift from me.

-EEAB8O Oi EI A xAO OERisthAL that far An0that amEabliight AAT O
smile lit up succeeding years. For each Christmas, | followed the traditierone year
sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, another year a
check to a pair of elderly brothers whose bime had burned to the ground the week before
Christmas, and on and on.

The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last
thing opened on Christmas morning, and our childrem ignoring their new toys? would
stand with wide-eyedanticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal



its contents. As the children grew, the toys gave way to more practical presents, but the
small, white envelope never lost its allure.
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When Christmas rolled around, | was still so wrapped in grief that | barely got the tree up.
But Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tre&nd the next morning, | found
it was magically joined by three morelUnbeknownst to the others, each of our three
children had for the first time placed a white envelope on the tree for their dad. The
tradition has grown and someday will expand even further with our grandchildren
standing to take down that special envelope.
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December CCIW Prayer Calendar

December 17: FCC Quincy, Bethany Park Rantoul, FCC Robinson

December 8 14: All Ministers with Standing and our Chaplains

December 1521: ChristmasOffering, CCIW Ministry Team

December 22-28: FCC Rock Falls, Second CC Rockford, Washington Park CC Rockfor

Coffee Fellowship for December

December 1. Jackie James & Patty Maples
December 8 . Nancy Oakley & Iris Myers
December 15. Cindy Maples & Bev Peters

December 22: Trish Briggerman &
Maggie Huffman
December 29 : Patty Maples & Cindy Maples

Elder of the Month

For December:

The church has and Elder of
the month program. If at any
time, you are in need and are

unable to get in touch with
the office, or Pastor Sharon is

unavailable, the Elder of the
Month may be called. For
December, the Elder of the
Month is:

Mike Chron




Homecoming
&
Mort gage Burning

September 28, 2014

CWF

Cgghrsh m Wnl
COALITION .
Helping Families in Crisis Rebuild Their Lives The third Thursday of eat

Pocket Change Ministry for at 7:00 p.m.

November and December

Cougill Manor

3 L Join Pastor Sharon, the OSRC(
choir and anyone else who wish
to participate, on the'3Sunday of

very Monday at 6:30 p each month at 4:00 p.m. at
\ Cougill Manor. Fun, music, &

fellowship.

All are Welcome!!




The Reason for thé Seasor

Holy Humor for Decernber!

BEING FIVE BY GEORGE SFARNAS @ WWW.BEINGFIVE.COM

HELLO, T0YS-R-US, COULD YOU PLEASE TELL ME EXACTLY HOW
MUCH A PLAYSTATION 3 WEIGHS?... ON, I'M JUST CURIOUS!




() HOLY HOTLINES

WORRY HOTLINE 1PETER 5:7
FEAR HOTLINE ISAIAH 41:10
TEMPTATION HOTLINE...........1 CORINTHIANS 10:13
DOUBT HOTLINE ROMANS 10:17
SICKNESS HOTLINE ISAIAH 53:6
DEPRESSION HOTLINE........................PSALM 34:18
LONELINESS HOTLINE.............. DEUTERONOMY 31:8
LINES ARE OPEN 24/7
iBeliewe.am

Worship Leaders Elders
December 1  Kathy Zuniga December 1 Tarry James & Vicki Trueblood
December 8  Bev Peters December 8 Mike Strader & Gayle Strader
December 15 Mike Chron December 15 Cindy Maples & Kaye Woodward
December 22 Kevin James December 22  Laurie Olson & Patty Maples
December 29 Jackie James December 29  Stan Huffman & Mike Chron

Diaconate for December

Serve Prepare Greeters & Acolytes
Kristyn Haworth Iris Myers Kristyn Haworth
Kevin James Jackie James Kevin James
Iris Myers Kristyn Haworth

Jackie James Emily Zuniga



December Birthdays !

December 16: Carolyn Hayden
December 21: Mark Klingler
December 23: Les Trueblood
December 30: Sheri Feast
December Anniversaries!!
December 17: Bill & Laurie Olson
December 28: Bob & Kathy Zuniga

Jesus

ie the reason for the season
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OLD STATE ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)

13982 Old State Road
Charleston, IL. 61920
217-345-3003
pastorsharon@consolidated.net
www.disciplesofchrist.org
Rev. Sharon Patton, Pastor217-218-2163 (cell)
Vicki Trueblood, Facilitator 217-345-7244
Sheri Feast, Secretary217-345-3003
Join us every Sunday for Worship at 9:30 a.m.
# EE1 A OA h dufing War<hip & 9:30 a.m.
Office hours are Tuesday Friday, 9-3




