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The Jordan River is one of the most famous landmarks in the Middle East.  It is mentioned in the 
Bible nearly 200 times. 

There are three interesting facts about the Jordan River that are mentioned in a small book of 
meditations entitled, ά/ƻŦŦŜŜ .ǊŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ  Some of you may be familiar with this little 
book.  First, the river covers an area of about 65 miles from the Sea of Galilee on the north to 
the Dead Sea on the south.  However, the river winds back and forth so frequently the actual 
distance of the river is closer to nearly 200 miles in length.  Our lives are a great deal like the 
Jordan.  Rarely do successes come in a so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƴŜΦέ  ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
lives, have many twists and turns along the way. 

The second fact mentioned about the Jordan River is that the altitude of the river drops more 
than 600 feet from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea.  The river is typically calm but there are 
also numerous rapids along the distance.  At certain times of the year, the Jordan River is 
reduced to a mere trickle of water.  Likewise, our lives are typically calm.  But every now and 
ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎǇǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿŀǘŜǊέ Ƴŀȅ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǳǇΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
barely seem to flow along. 

Third, the Scriptures tell of numerous miracles that happened in or around the Jordan River.  A 
heavy ax head floated on the surface of the waters, the Israelites crossed it in the same way 
they crossed the Red Sea (Reed Sea), Naaman was cured of leprosy by dipping himself in the 
waters seven times, Elijah was taken to heaven just after crossing it, and Jesus was baptized in 
it. 

The Jordan provides life-giving water to the people who live in the Jordan River Valley.  This 
valley is one of the most fertile in the world.    

Such is the life we live.  Our lives ebb and flow, twist and turn, or can be calm and choppy.   

Whatever spiritual state we are in, let us rejoice and be glad of it. 

In Christ,  

 Pastor Sharon  

Weekly Calendar 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτSunday 9:30 a.m. 

WorshipτSunday 9:30 a.m. 

Adult Sunday SchoolτSundayτFollowing Worship 

Bible StudyτMonday 6:00 p.m. 

  



 

 

 

 

July 2ɂCCAR cleans, 9:30 a.m. 

July 3ɂSoup Stop, 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m. 

July 4ɂIndependence Day 

July 6ɂ7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȾ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ Church, 9:30 a.m. 

Adult SS after Worship 

July 7ɂBible Study, 6:00 p.m. 

July 8ɂAlternate Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

July 9ɂStewardship/Marketing Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

July 10ɂSoup Stop, 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m. 

July 13ɂBirthday Offering 

7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȾ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

Adult SS after Worship 

July 14ɂBible Study, 6:00 p.m. 

July 15ɂAlternate Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

July 16ɂCCAR cleans, 9:30 a.m. 

Vision Planning Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

July 17ɂSoup Stop, 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m. 

July 20ɂ7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȾ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

Adult SS after Worship 

July 21ɂBible Study, 6:00 p.m. 

July 22ɂAlternate Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

July 24ɂSoup Stop, 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m. 

July 27ɂ7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȾ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ Church, 9:30 a.m. 

Adult SS after Worship 

July 28ɂBible Study, 6:00 p.m. 

July 29ɂAlternate Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 

July 31ɂSoup Stop, 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice, 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Habitat for Humanity  

Habitat for Humanity International  is a non - profit, ecumenical Christian organization 

dedicated to eliminating substandard housing and homelessness worldwide and to making 

adequate, affordable shelter a matter of conscience and action, while bridging theological 

differences.       

By creating a decent habitat ,  we strengthen humanity, assembling the framework that 

translates into new lives and new hopes, not only for those who will make a home there, 

but also for those whose labor and love embody the very best in people . 

Habitat ha s an open - door policy : All who desire to be part of this work are welcome, 

regardless of religious preference or background . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coles County Habitat for Humanity is an ecumenical 

Christian housing ministry welcoming all people 

dedicated to improving living standards within its 

community.  The organization strives to enrich quality 

of life by building and preserving safe, affordable 

housing for qualified families and individuals thr ough 

education, networking and community partnerships.  

 

3116 Shelby, Mattoon  

Stop by and say hello to our newest 

homeowners, Kylie and Terry McCullough!  

You may visit or volunteer at will.    Lunch 

will be provided.  Office: 

Coles County Habitat 

P.O. Box 226 

990 W. State 

Charleston, IL 61920 

PH: 217-348-7063 

E-mail: 
colescountyhabitat@consolidated.net 

www.colescountyhabitat.net  

  

 

Their Mission and Purpose  

·  To build homes in partnership with low - income 

families in need of safe, decent, affordable 

housing. 

·  To build the community by creating a network 

of partner families, volunteers, sponsors and 

corporate partners.  

·  Since they  are a non - profit  organization, they  

provide zero - interest loans to our partner -

families.  

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julyõs List 
Elders Worship Leaders Scripture Readers 

July 6: Susie M./Mike C. Gayle Strader Gayle Strader 
July 13: Jan E./ Vicki T. Jackie James Beverly Peters 
July 20: Stan H./ Patty M. Beverly Peters Jackie James 
July 27: Tarry J./ Kaye W. Kevin James Kaye Woodward 

Diaconate 
Servers Prepare & Clean- up Acolytes & Greeters 

Maggie Huffman Maggie Huffman Amanda McGowan 
Amanda McGowan Jackie James  
Jackie James   
Kim Steffes   
 

 

 

 

July 1ñEd Buxton  

July 3 ñChristie Edmonds  

July 6 ñJon Adams 

July 6 ñAudra Roach 

July 6 ñSusie May 

July 10ñPastor Sharon  

July 14ñJoyce All en 

July 15ñMadison Endsley 

July 16ñFlorence òSammieó Griffin 

July 28 ñRuth Bunch 

July 29 ñGene Etnire  

 

July 2 ñRoger and 

Beverly Peters  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder of the Month 

For July 
The Church has an Elder of the Month 

program. If at any time, you are in 

need and are unable to get in touch 

with the office, or Pastor Sharon is 

unavailable, the Elder of the Month 

may be called. For July, the Elder of 

the Month is. 

Tricia Briggerman 

 

 July  CCIW Prayer Calendar  

June 29 -July 5 : CCIW Summer Camps, 

Campers, Directors, Counselors 

July 6 -12: Union Church Cissna Park, 

Colfax CC, Arrowsmith CC 

July 13 -19: United CC Country  

Club Hills, FCC Dixon,  

FCC DuQuoin 

July 20 -26 : FCC Creve Coeur,  

Cuba CC, Central CC Decatur 

July 27 -Aug 2 :  Crestview CC  

Decatur, FCC Downers Grove, 

FCC Moline 

 

 

Check Us Out  

On Facebook!!! 

Are you following us on Facebook yet?  

If not you need to be! We update the page 

with lots of new information about 

coming events. Share the site with a 

friend!!! You donõt want to miss any of it!! 
 

Coffee 
Fellowship 

July is brought to you by: 
Jan & Garry Ernst &  

Norma Mineo 

 

Bible Study 
Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. 

Or Alternate Study on  
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspiration 

KEEPING FOCUSED 

 

Homecoming 

September 28, 2014 

 

 

 

For 

June 

July 

August  

Is: 

 

Charleston 

Food  

Pantry 

 

 
 

Board of Elders Meeting 

(Open to All)  
Cougill Manor  

Join Pastor Sharon, the OSRCC 
choir and anyone else who wishes 
to participate, on the 3rd Sunday 
of each month at 4:00 p.m. at 
Cougill Manor. Fun, music, & 

fellowship. 

All are welcome!! 
The next Board of Elders Meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, July 9th at 6:30 p.m. 

Please have all reports into the office no 

later than Tuesday the 10th.  

 

 

CWF 

Christian  7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

Fellowship  

Cancelled for summer!!  

Shut-In Communion Ministry 
If you would like to receive communion, 

please call the church office at 345-3003. If 
no answer, please leave a message on the 
voice mail that you would like to receive 
communion. It is always served the first 

Sunday of each month.  



 

Inspiration 
Keeping Focused 

General Bradford was definitely an unusual general. He was known far and wide for both his infinite patience 

and love as well as for His justice and wrath. His soldiers loved him dearlyτand for good cause. His orders 

were always good, and he personally found a way to care for each of the soldiers who volunteered for his 

little band. 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ōŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴȄƛous to prove himself a good soldier. 

His first task was to learn to march. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 

ά{ŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΚ CŀǎǘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƭƛƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

the circumstances or people around you. Keep your eyes focused above the horizon, and your ears tuned to 

Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ IŜΩŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŦƛƴŘ 

out, however, just how easily he could get distracted. 

The first time Michael actually had the opportunity to march, he lifted his knees up nearly to his chest each 

step in an effort to look like a good marcher. He desperately wanted to do a good job to please the general! 

¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦŦ 

ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ǊǳŜ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƪƴŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǿΤ ƛǘΩǎ about putting one step in front of the 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎȅƴŎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΦέ 

Michael hung his head. He had allowed the thought of what others would think to distract him from really 

doing his job. 

Michael tried again, this time not worrying about how he looked. Yet he had such a hard time keeping his 

ŜȅŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΗ Iƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜΩŘ 

catch sight of the general and remember his command to look above the horizon. Would he ever learn? 

άDŜƻǊƎŜΣέ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǊŜǇǊƻǾƛƴƎƭȅΣ άȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛƴ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ {ŎƻǘǘΣ 

loosen up your arms and let them swing a little more natural andτέ 

άL ǎŀƛŘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƭǘΗέ 

Only after walking several paces in front of the rest of the troop did Michael finally hear the command. He 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǊƻƻŦΣ ά/ŀŘŜǘΣ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜΦ YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǎ 

ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

Michael stepped back in line. He was beginning to realize that keeping focused would be a moment-by-

moment battle. It was SO easy to get distracted! 

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a 

good profession before many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:12 KJV 

 

How old are you??? We challenge you to 

give $1 for every year! Donõt worry we 

wonõt tell!! Your secret is safe with us!! 
 

July 13th. 2014!! Mark your 

calendars!!!  

Aug 9th at 1:30 p.m.  



 
 

 

OLD STATE ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

13982 Old State Road 

Charleston, IL. 61920 

217-345-3003 

pastorsharon@consolidated.net 

www.disciplesofchrist.org 

Rev. Sharon Patton, Pastorɂ217-218-2163 (cell) 

Vicki Trueblood, Facilitatorɂ217-345-7244 

Sheri Feast, Secretaryɂ217-345-3003 

Join us every Sunday for Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÔ ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ 

Office hours areɂTuesdayɂFriday, 9-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


