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not only hit the spot with good feelings but it also brought back some wonderful memories of my own
family.
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gathered to help them put up the antenna on the roof of their home. Since they had only the
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largeelaborate tool box, filled with just about any gadget or tool one could imagine. They had
everything needed to install the antenna, which was up in near record time after their arrival.
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would get on their new television set. The picture was crystal clear! Success was theirs!
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| remember that first television that my family purchased. We were one of the fisthave a television in
our area. We had all of two channels the first year or two. And, | remember the friends who sometimes
came to see a special program they had heard about. Friends are such a wonderful blessing to us from
And, as the saying 2 Sa Y G¢KS 2yfe gle (2 KIFI@S I FTNASYR

Sincerely:
Pastor Sharon

Weekly Calendar
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Adult Sunday school following worship '
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May 1 i Choir practice, 1:30 p.m.
Bible study, 6:00 p.m.
May 3 i CCAR cleans, 9:30 a.m.
May 4 i Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
May7AWor shi p/ Childrends Church,
Adult Sunday school following worship
May 8 i Choir practice, 1:30 p.m.
Bible study, 6:00 p.m.
May 10 fi Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
May 11 i Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
May 13 fi Races for all Paces, 7:.00 -11:00 a.m.
Mayl4 AMot her 6 s Day
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Adult Sunday school following worship

May 15 fi Choir practice, 1:30 p.m.
Bible study, 6:00 p.m.
May 17 i CCAR cleans, 9:30 a.m.
May 18 i Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
May 21 i WoRrmsSanmep/»YChi | dr endos Chur €h,
Adult Sunday school following worship
May 22 fi Choir practice, 1:30 p.m.
Bible study, 6:00 p.m.
May 25 fi Soup Stop, 10:30 a.m.
May28iWor shi p/ Chil drenés Church,
Adult Sunday school follow ing worship
May 29 fi Choir practice, 1:30 p.m.
Bible study, 6:00 p.m.




2017 RACES FOR ALL PACES

Saturday, May 13, 2017

Get out your running shoes and enjoy Races for All Paces on Saturday, May 13, 2017 on the campus of
Eastern lllinois University! Wewilbegi n and end the races on the gr|a
The courses are exciting and include the Panther Trail, campus locations, local neighborhoods and the half
marathon goes into the country with hills and other exciting challenges alongé route.

We have an event for everyone and every skill level. We begin with the Half Marathon at 7 a.m., the 10K
Individual at 7:50 a.m., the 5K Times Run/Walk steps off at 8 a.m., followed by the 1 Mile Run Run/Walk at
9:30 a.m. The little ones can geh the fun by participating in the Toddler Trot or the Diaper Dash at 10:15
a.m. There are inflatables, music, and lots of other fun activities at the start/finish line.

Water station volunteers needed!! Come and help support the many runners for these races and help man a
water station. If you wish to sign up the sigrup sheet is located on the table by the entrance to the Worship
Hall. Shirts will be provided for you aswell.

Worship Leaders Elders
May 7: Kevin James May 07: Kaye Woodward & Beverly Peters
May 14: Vicki Trueblood May 14: Gayle & Mike Strader
May 21: Garry Ernst May 21: Mitch Goodwin & Stan Huffman
May 28: Jackie James May 28: Tarry James & Sk@rguson

Diaconate for May Scripture Readers
Serve Prepare May 7: Paul Slifer
Jackie James Jackie James May 14: Carolyn Hayden
Amy Calhoun Amy Calhoun May 21: Nita Calhoun
Iris Myers May 28: Jackie James
Kim Steffes
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Cougill Manor

Join Pastor Sharon, the OSRCC ch

and anyone else who wishes to

participate, on the'3Sunday of eacl

month at 4:00 p.m. at Cougill Manoil
Fun, music, and fellowship.

All are welcome!!!

Elder for the month of May

The Church has an Elder of the Month
program. If at any time, you are in need
and are unable to get in touch with the
office, or Pastor Sharon is unavailable,
the Elder of the Month may be called.
For May, the Elder of theMonth is:

Susie May

HOSPITALITY: The Front Door
to Sharing the GCOOD NEWS
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i Saturday June 17, 2017
10 AM — 3 PM

Presented by
Reverend Mary Runge

Mary graduated from Eureka College
with a Bachelor's degree in Religion
and Philosophy in 2009. She received
her Master’s of Divinity from Lexington
Theological Seminary and was
ordained August 2016. Mary resides in
Galesburg, IL where she is a member
of First Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and serves as Associate
Pastor at First United Methodist
Church for the last 6 years.

13982 Old State Road
Charleston, IL. 61920
(217) 345-3003

She is married to Jake Runge
and they have three hairless dogs '

R.S.V.P. by Junetl

$15.00 per person
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May
May 7
Jan Ernst & Debbie Harrison
May 14
Men of the Church
May 21 & 28

Maggie Huffman &
Beverly Peters

Board of Elders

The next Board of
Elders Meeting will |
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Shutin Communion Ministry

If you would like to receive
communion, please call the churc
office at 3453003. If no answer,
please leave a message on the v
mail that you would like to receive
communion. It is always served
the first Sunday of each month.

Get ‘More
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Every Monday 6pm
Pleasegoin us!!!




May CCIW Prayer Calendar
April 30—May6: CCIW Chaplains & Pastoral Counselors, Big Life CC, Carlock CC
May 7—May 13: FCC Rockford, CC of Abingdon, FCC Albion
May 14—May 20: FCC Arcola, CC of Arlington Heights, Central CC Danville
May 2 1—May 27: Vine Street CC in Arthur, Atwater CC, FCC Barry
May 28—June 3: Bellflower CC, FCC Bement, FCC Benton

The Power oPopcorn

| crept up to the door and knocked.
| was scared just a littlet but far too excited to pay the
fear much attention.

A gruff voice bellowed (just another part of the routine),
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Larger than life is the image that approached the back
door. His low, raspy voice bellowed out of his warm, smiling face
A smile is all | needed! | am instantly reassured and feel welcom:
In a matterof seconds, | lead my gang of four or five neighborhoc
kids and two brothers through the house to the living room.

There it wag the complete setup. Two chairs, facing eact
other, on either side of the square iron floor register, In the cente
of the register sat a huge, enamel wash basin filled to the rim witt
fresh hot popcorn.

LJ




Mr. Hoag knew the way to my heart was through my nose

| was the undisputed most dedicated popcorn lover of the
whole group of kids living on théill. The aroma filled the air and
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home-grown, fluffy, white kernel popcorn. On a little wooden
stool sat a stack of white paper bags.

One by one, we took our turn sitting on the chair opposite
this grand man, chatting with him while he fills our bag.

He listened to each one of us with great interest. Whethel
we told him our troubles or victories, he listened intently. Our
words were important to him. Our opinions mattered to him. He
never made fun of us or what we told him He said few words, bul
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all, he took the time to make us popcorn and to listen.

We each gave him a lzetfelt thank you and a warm hug,
even the boys did! Well, except for John and Joey, There were tt
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a handshake.

On the couch, at the other end of the living room was his
beautiful wife, giinning as she watched the parade. Although they
had no children of their own, Mrs. Hoag, an English teacher at m
school, and M., Hoag were chitiendly folks. They loved us and
we could feel it. Cared for and strengthened, we confidently ran
off, treatsin hand.

LQY y20 adaNB sKIG ¢S t20SH
Hoag! | do know that | was a scapegoat for my peers at school,
with their childish and often painful pranks. My parents loved me
and suffered when | came home crying from school They told me
of my worth and encouraged me as best they could. But, typical «
a child, | thought they had to say all that!

There were my Mom and Dad and had to love me.

So, heavenly backup was provided and my setteem was
restored nightly, by a seventfive-year-old, ornery, teddy bear
who knew the power of popcorn. He used that delicious treat to
show how he cared for not only me, but for all the neighborhood
kids.

| am so thankful that this wonderful man took the time
and effort to make a difference in our lives

Showing interest, acceptance, and love took so little time.
But the effects will be with us for a lifetime and with our children,
too.

~~Nancy Eckerson~~Smiles Over Coffee




